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Overview of the AXLR8-2 Workshop 2011

Alternative Testing Strategies Progress Report 2011
& AXLR8-2 Workshop ‘Roadmap to Innovative Toxicity Testing’

8 November 2011 • 13h00 – 16h00

AXLR8 Dissemination Event 2011

Horst Spielmann
Freie Universität Berlin, Germany
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Adverse outcome pathway AOP
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Cosmetics Industry and the 7 th Amendment
of the EU Cosmetics Directive

• EU: 2.000 companies, 60 billion €
turnover

• EU: 5.000 new products per year,   
25% turnover with products 
released within last 6 months

• Marketing ban since 2003 for 
testing finished products in 
animals or not using ECVAM -
validated methods

• Phasing out testing in animals and 
stepwise marketing ban in 2009 
and 2013
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The Chemical Industry and REACH

• EU: 27.000 companies (96% SME), 
590 billion € market = 33% of the world 
market, 1,7 million workers/employees

• REACH: 30.000 chemicals marketed at
>1 ton/year will have to be evaluated

• 86% of toxicological data are missing 
for existing/‘old’ chemicals

• 180.000 pre-registrations expected by 
2009

• 70% of testing must be conducted by 
2011-2017  
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EU and US approaches to advanced toxicity testing 2 010

EU FP6 & FP7 
BOTTOM-UP approach

individual methods
EU & OECD TGs

POLICY DRIVEN
EU cosmetics directive &

EU chemicals directive REACH

US Tox21
TOP-DOWN approach

SCIENCE DRIVEN
„toxicity pathways“

New molecular endpoints
& toxicity patterns

new testing strategies
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DG R&I: Progress Reports on Alternatives

2008 2009
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Specifically, the AXLR8 project strategy foresees:

1. Creation of a Scientific Panel to independently monitor the progress reports 
of EU-funded 3Rs projects as a basis for planning annual scientific workshops.

2. Pro-active outreach to EU regulators and other en d users of 3Rs methods to
ensure they are kept informed of R&D-level activities, and that their needs and 
considerations are communicated to and understood by method developers.

3. Hosting of annual workshops to bring together FP6 /FP7 project coordinators 
and international scientists , as well as regulatory and corporate end-users of 
3Rs methods, to discuss the progress of ongoing activities, identify 
knowledge gaps and opportunities for synergies, and recommend priorities 
for future EU research and funding calls. 

4. Preparation of annual AXLR8 reports to highlight for the public, policy 
makers and other stakeholders the achievements and benefits of the EU’s
investment in science to advance the 3Rs. 

5. Dissemination of project results via a dedicated project website AXLR8.eu , 
periodic e-newsletters, and other means.

The five project work packages (WP) have been designed in accordance
with this overarching strategy. 
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http://axlr8.eu/
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30 June 2011 
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RA 24% 

RA 30% 

QS 0.1% 

QS 0.2% 

ES 32% 

ES 42% 
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Results compiled by Ovanes Mekenyan Burgos/Bulgaria
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The CONSORTIUM
Horst Spielmann - Scientific Coordinator
Monika Schäfer-Korting
Freie Universität Berlin
Faculty o Biology, Chemistry, Pharmacy
Berlin, Germany

Troy Seidle
Emily McIvor
HSI – Humane Society International
London, UK

Greet Schoeters
CARDAM (Centre for Advanced R&D 
on Alternative Methods)
@ VITO (Flemish Inst. Technol. Research)
Mol, Belgium

SECRETARIAT
Vivian Kral
Freie Universität Berlin

Scientific Officer
Jürgen Büsing
DG R&I, Brussels


